


Leaders Update | Rhonda Guthier, Director of Operations

Business After Hours

2019
SI:A:DCOF TE:FTORS BUSINESS
n owell, Chair
Proﬂrzum, Inc. WHOURS

) Nathan Dotson, Vice Chair
Dotson Woodworking

) Pat McDermott, Past Chair

JC Press
APRIL MAY
» Todd Trout, Treasurer Tuesday, April 23 Tuesday, May 21 *Note One Week Earlier*
US Bank 5:30 - 7:00 pm 5:30 - 7:00 pm
b Kelly Boomgarden, Tourism Rep Sponsor: TPS Insurance & Carroll Seating Sponsor: J-C Press
Country Inn & Suites-Owatonna Location: 285 SE 18th Street, Owatonna Location: 785 SW 24th Ave, Owatonna

) John Champa, At-Large
Cybex

) Paul Smith, At-Large
Federated Insurance

) Wayne Starman, Ex-Officio
Cash Wise Foods ]-C Press

) Kim Schaufenbuel
United Way of Steele County

) Randy Doyal
Al-Corn Clean Fuel

Update | Karen Pehrson, Director of Conventions and Tourism

b Graham Frie Why Events are Great for
Mayo Clinic Health System-Owatonna E(:Onomic GrOWth
» Brian Speas Events are a huge driver of economic growth.
Fareway Stores, Inc. .
They make cities better for a handful of
) Brandon Wayne reasons. Not only do they boost the economy

Ameriprise Financial -Dufresne, Wayne

% Associates by stimulating consumer spending, but they

contribute to the quality of life by strengthening

communities, providing unique activities and

events, building awareness of diverse cultures

» Syd Briggs , . and acting as a source of community pride. A great example of this is The Steele
Steele Waseca-Cooperative Electi Country Free Fair and Corky’s Early Bird Softball Classic.

) Stacy Wilson
Old Town Bagels

P Ellen Heydon
Two Rivers Habitat for Humanity

Benefit of events to communities can be extensive,

particularly when they draw from outside the region.

> RR::?]I; \I/,v?r}dt:vtv Ceaning Based on a formula from Explore Minnesota Tourism, the
average per person per day spending for day travelers is

$52. It jumps to $89 for overnight travelers, not including

lodging.

Visit Owatonna has rolled out a New Event Grant
Program (NEGP). Through the NEGP the Owatonna
Chamber of Commerce & Tourism seeks to invest in

QWaW the development of events that identify with the Visit
Owatonna brand for residents and visitors with the
AREA CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE & TOURISM special goals to increasing tourism and revenue. Events
will be evaluated by a committee using several criteria.

Check out the Funding Request and Application online at visitowatonna.com.
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Update | Shirley Schultz, MainStreet Director Events

A Vibrant Downtown in Bloom ) YOUNG PROFESSIONALS (Y-PRO)

. . . Social Event
Do millennials or seasoned professionals want to move April 11 | 5-7 PN
here to live, work and play? Do their significant other Location: Elks Club, 126 E Vine ST, Owatonna
and family want to make the move and their future in
y? . . ) BUSINESS BOOT CAMP

Owatonna? Can they see themselves hanging out in (Special Partner with SHRM Group)
Downtown Owatonna? Listening to music and visiting April 18 | 11:30 AM-1PM
with artists and makers at Downtown Thursdays? Location: Owatonna Public Utilties,
Meeti ith d old friends i r eateri Morehouse Rm, 208 S Walnut, Owatonna

eeting up with new and old friends in our eateries, Speaker: Peggy Dunning, Senior Vice
coffee shops and pubs? Strolling down the sidewalk President, Spherion Staffing Services
visiting our unigue shops? Topic: Emerging Workforce Study

) ) ) ) ) Sponsor: Spherion Staffing Services
A beautiful and welcoming downtown Owatonna is for everyone, including all
) BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

businesses and industry. What can be done to improve it? A first step is to April 23 | 5:30 pm-7:00 PM
sponsor flower baskets or planters to help beautify Downtown Owatonna today. Sponsor(s): TPS Insurance

Has your business sponsored baskets yet? & Carroll Seating
Location: 285 SE 18th ST, Owatonna

Help keep and grow our workforce and economic base with a welcoming b KIS

. HAMBER PACK INSERT DEADLINE
downtown with a sense of place. Go to Dowptown Owatonna, our Facebook page Supply 550 copies of your promotional insert
or owatonna.org/MainStreet/ for a sponsorship form or contact the chamber today. by April 24 for May’s mailing; $150
Show your love. Sponsor some flowers today.

Update | Brad Meier, President/CEQ Events

Made in Owatonna Day Successful! ) BUSINESS BOOT CAMP
) ) May 16 | 12-1PM
Student Interest level in Human Services Careers before Our goal with the Made in Location: Owatonna Public Library-Gainey Rm
and after the Made in Owatonna Day Event Owatonna Day events is to 105 Elm Ave N, Owatonna
- % of students that indicated med-high interest level expose students to great job Topic: Mental Health in the Workplace
100,003 - 91.18% S
opportunities in Owatonna ) BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
20.00% *Note One Week Earlier*
and Steele County).
( ; y)_ May 21 | 5:30 pm-7:00 PM
B0.00% Typically, students sign up Sponsor: J-C Press
p— m BEFCIRE for the event because they Location: 785 SW 24th Ave, Owatonna
SARIER already have an interest ) CHAMBER PACK INSERT DEADLINE
20.00% in one of the career fields Supply 550 copies of your promotional insert
0.00% - being covered. Not all by May 29 for June's mailing; $150
Psychology, (ri:h;;Ijustim, sacial  Teaching/education careers students are interested in all

portions of the event. We
survey students who attend

the event on attitudes and Student feelings about Human Services Careers Before

: and After the Made in Owatonna Day Event
feellngs both before and % of Students who felt these career options were "Good"
after the day of tours and

. 90.00% - 82.35%
presenters. A summary is el s
below: 70.00%
BO.00% -
As you can see, these 50.00% -
. | 40.00% B fefore

students were impacted! 30.00% - T
The shift in attitudes and 20.00%

. 10.00%
feelings about the careers D.00% - :
covered was extraordinary! Couriseiing and Edication  “RoNGEg ardlcminay

’ social work justice

In addition, ALL students
rated their overall attitude about the day as “VERY satisfied” or “satisfied”
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Member Announcements | piease submit by the 15th of the month

Ameriprise Financial Services
congratulates Tom Dufresne and Brandon
Wayne, private wealth advisors on qualifying
for the company’s Circle of Success annual
recognition program. Dufresne has 23
years of experience in the financial services
industry and Wayne has 18 years.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Advantage Real Estate announced that
Becky Hermanson-Hill and Nancy Sletten has
been named to the prestigious President’s
Circle for 2018. The award recognizes

the network'’s top five percent of sales
professionals who in 2018 exemplified great
sales measures in closed GCl or closed units.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Advantage Real Estate announced that
Ann Vargason, Dan Nechville and Sandra
McConn Halla has been named to the
prestigious Leading Edge Society for 2018.
The award recognizes the network's top eight
percent of residential sales professionals in
closed gross commission income (GCl) or
closed units.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Advantage Real Estate announced
that The Homeward Bound Team has been
honored with the prestigious Legend
Award for 2018 at the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices' annual Sales Convention,
held in Las Vegas, NV, March 10 -12. The
Homeward Bound Team was recognized
for reaching the 5-year milestone of
consecutively winning the Legend Award.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Advantage Real Estate announced that
Craig Wahl, Kathy Purdie and Jennifer Fielding
has been named to the prestigious Honor
Society for 2018. The award recognizes

the network’s top 14 percent of sales
professionals who in 2018 exemplified great
sales measure in closed gross commission
income or units.

Exchange Club Center for Family
Unity to hold the 27th Annual Golf to Prevent
Child Abuse on Monday, June 24, 2019 with

a shotgun start of 11:00 am at the Owatonna
Country Club. Exchange Club Center for
Family Unity serves Dodge, Freeborn, Rice,
Steele & Waseca counties.

Little Theatre of Owatonna is proud to
announce it is seeking eligible candidates
for its thirteenth Sarah Foreman Memorial
Post-Secondary Scholarship. Deadline for
application is May 31, 2019.

Little Theatre of Owatonna has
announced the cast of its spring comedy
production of “Farce of Habit” Performances
will be at 7:30 pm on April 26, 27 & May 3,

4 with matinee performances at 2:00 pm on
April 28 and May 5.

Manke'’s Outdoor Equipment &
Appliances announce that they recently
became a dealer for Big Green Eggs. Big
Green Eggs are the ultimate cooking
experience and you are getting a grill, a
smoker and a brick oven all in one device and
can use yearround.

Owatonna Foundation awards Traditional
and Nontraditional Scholarships for spring
semester 2019. Brooke Hondl, Joseph
Nelson, Jill Olson, Madison Prokopeck and
Leah Rieck. Traditional applications are due
April 10, 2019 for graduating high school
students. June A and Melanie Nelson
Scholarship for Women recipient was Hamdi
Abdi for spring semester 2019.

Owatonna Foundation is accepting
application for $15,000 scholarships to
students planning Technical Careers.
Students must be a 2019 graduate and who
plan on attending non-four year program at a
technical/community colleges. Deadline is
April 10.

Riverland Community College
congratulates Blue Devils Men's Basketball
Coach Derek Hahn as the Coach of the Year
Award in the Southern Division 2018-2019. In
addition, four Blue Devils have been chosen
to play in the 14-player MCAC

community mural, community welcome sign,
or historic structure projects through its Paint
the Town Grant program. Applications due
May 15, 2019.

Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation (SMIF) is accepting
applications for the Early Childhood Literacy
Grant Program to support early literacy efforts
that enhance school readiness for children
birth to age five by providing children with
books. Applications are due to SMIF by April
16, 2019.

Steele County Historical Society
offering Mystery Bus Tour on Friday, April 12.
The bus will depart from the Steele County
History Center at 7:30 am and will return at
4:30 pm. Space is limited.

Steele County Historical Society pop-
up exhibit, Egg-crafting: The Art of Katherine
Ott, offers a sampling of eggs she created
over a ten-year period. The exhibit runs
through May 3, 2019

U.S. Bancorp Investments, an affiliate of
U.S. Bank, announced that Jessica Durand
has joined the U.S. Bancorp Investments was
a Wealth Management Advisor. Durand will
be based in U.S. Bank’s Owatonna branch.

United Way of Steele County

reached the 2018 Campaign goal. The total
achievement was $770,589 — a 3% increase
over prior year fundraising. The strength of
our organization and therefore the strength
of our community is in large part due to our
business support.

Southern All-Division team.

Southern Minnesota
Initiative Foundation (SMIF)
has selected five communities
(Austin, Albert Lea, City of Eagle
Lake, Watonwan County and City
of Wells) to participate in a new
program called Communities
Addressing the Child Care
Shortage. SMIF will work

with each for 6 — 18 months to
develop individualized action
plans to address local child care
needs.

Southern Minnesota
Initiative Foundation (SMIF)
in partnership with fourteen local
Ace Hardware stores, will be
accepting applications for free
paint and coating products for
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SEE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
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